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The Church of 5S¢ John the Evangelise of Burryeown, New York,
actully owes s founding o St Stephen's College, now known as

Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, Mew Yark,

John Bad, who had emigraeed fram Englund during the 18th
century; feeling the need of Church ministrations for himself ing the
wommunity, caused the Chapel of the Holy Innocents m be erected
m Annandale { 1860}, In the same year, he and John Lloyd Aspinwall
established St Swephen's College on adjoining property. The use of
the Chapel was given the College with specified concitions relaring o
the care of those living in the neighborhood.

About 1870, members of St Peter's Brotherhood, the College
Missionary Sociery, consisting of 1 body of smadents working under the
dirccrion of the Warden of the College, began holding services in the
Schoal House ar Barrytown Corners.  This was for the benefir of thase
living 1o the south and wese who were unable o walk to Annandale.
These students visited the people of the districe, known as 5S¢ Augus-
une Ward, and then reported to the Warden the mumes of those who
were unbaprized or desitous of being confirmed, besides providing care
tor the sick and rhe poor.

Mr. John L. Aspinwall, vwner of considerable property in the
area, became imterested s he observed the efforrs of St Preoer's
Brotherhood.  Afrer hig death in May, 1873 his wife decided po have
i Chusch erected in Bastytown in his memory.  Flans for the Charch
were prepared by architecr, William Poeter, The comer seone laying,
May 9, 1874, was conducted by the Reverend John A. Aspinwall
whaose parish was in Washington, D, €. He was the son of Willjam
H. Aspinwall, who built the railroad wcross Panama, and Mrs. Bessic
Aspinwall Wagner's father's Brse cousin,

On Qctober A, 1874 the Church was consecraged by Bishop
Horatio Potter.  An impressive gathering of clergy which had vested
in "Hreck Hall® cntered by the front door and came slowly up the
aisle reciting the 24th Psalm, They were the Reverend Messrs,
Aspinwall, Olsen amd Hopson, the Reverend Doceors Fairbairn, Breck
and Oliver, followed by the tall and statcly figure of the Righe Rever.
end Hosatio Porer, Bishop of the Diocese of New York,

The Church having been ramed St John the Evangelise was put
in chatge of trustees. The first was Mes. John Aspinwall, wich Rever-
¢end Robert B. Furbairn, D.1D., Messrs. William Aspinwall, Samuel
Breck, Charles E. Sands, the Reverend C. Porer, D.D., and Mr
Ambrose Kingsland. Services were placed ander the carg of the
Warden of the College, Dr, Fairbairn, who assigned the meKning ser-
vices and the Pastoral work to the Reverend Professor George B.




Hopson. The Clergy of the College ook the evening services in turd,
William Aspinwall, an exeruror of his brocher's eswre, gave the
Church for an endowment the money provided him as an executor,
Mrs. John L. Aspimwall subsequently added o that 2 sum which would
yield an income aof 1,000 a year.

F. B. FaiRBATEN
Recror af this Parsh for a8 sy gen yesrs

Professor Hopson continued in charge of the work of the Parsh
for ten years, On Ocoober 5, 1884 he resigned and the Reverend E
Shober was appointed in his place. S John's was then made an
independent Parish under the Reverend Fr. Shober who also conducted
missionary services at the Hook School House, Upper Red Hock and
Pine Plains.




In his closing sermon Professor Hopson seporeed 76 persons had
been baptized, 9 adults and 67 children; an incrense in Sunday Scheol
membership from 14 at the crganizarion of 5t John's o 70 in 1884
with an increage in communicants feom 33 o 95, There had been
45 confirmations, & marriages and 19 burials. During chis period
offerings amounted co $1,000 & year.  Much of chis money Professor
Hopson advised had been distributed among the poor of the Parish in
tloches and fuel. Some of the funds had been BIVEN 00 VArIOOS MIs-
siomary agencies of the Church while the children of the Sunday School
kepr up their scholarship contribution of $4U 0 a school 1 Plain
City, Urah.  In summing ap his review Professor Hopson stared: "We
are in a small 'I-'I-'?'-I"I'In'lllﬂ.l-t_'r which is never ]ik-:!j.' o be mggﬁujfT ll'l.l'gtl'
than ir is mday. If we grow, it must be principally in spiritual zeal
and devonon”  And o chis day zeal and devoron continues m be an
ever impormant ingredient of 8¢ John the Evangelist,

Later Aspinwall Hall, originally Sz, Perer's Mission locarsd ar
Budd Corners, and Breck Hall, which stood on rhe road a lirtle souch
of 8t. John's, were moved ro adjoin the church.  This was done during
the Rectorship of Chaplan Herberr 8 Smith. The present kitchen
was formerly the archway through which members arrived by horse
ind carrmge m be discharged for Church services.

Mrs. George Barringer, who is still & communicant of St John's,
recalls her mother, who was the choir mother in 1881, relating thar
when she, Mrs. Barringer, was one year old, a horse drawn side-searer
carrying abour 20 people would go through the neighbochood on
Sunday to bring the people o Church.  Her hushand, Grorge Bar-
ringer, the oldest communicant of Sc John's, was 3 member of the
boy's choir of S¢. Perer's Mission which consisted of 22 voices, [t was
an ouistindingly well-known choir which visieed all local Churches
contributing their efforts to numeroes functions,

Manson E. Lown, baprzed on the first Sunday after Epiphany,
Janoary 7, 1894 by the Reverend ], P. Cushing, confirmed in the
class of 1902 by Bishop Porer of the New York Diocese, and a2 mem-
ber of the boy's choir recalls, when his voice changed, he was promored
o the impotant tusk of pumping the organ.  This was 3 manual
affair operared ar che rear of the organ by a long lever. Hidden from
the organist and congregation Mr. Lown said it was difficulr o know
when o start and stop pumping. At times during pausses it would
seem the hymn was over and a period to rest. Suddenly he would be
joleed our of his lethargy by a head poking around the corner emir-
nng in quite an sudible stage whisper—'pomp Manson, pamps,
pump.” Before the bellows were again sufficiently inflared the em-
harrassed Miss Harris would be fingeting the kevhoard without sound




bur & tlorid Face. The stipend for pumping the organ was 25¢ lor
both morning and afternoon services.  This lified him  into the
affluency of "Barrytown kids” as such wealth was hard o come by
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An curstanding Mother's Day in the hissory of St John's oocurred
May 13, 1934 when the dedication of the Ascension Window was
held  The Reverend Chaplain Herbert 8 Smith recalled Mocher's
Day as one for which many years had been set aside o commemorite
those who went down o the Gates of Death thar we might live—
pur Mothers. He then said, "o be is the Man, Woman or Child who
still has, on eareh, s Mother, and well chey should comfore and cherish
them as their greatest earthly measure.  Those of us whose mathers
have gone from carth to paradise are assured thart they saill love us
and pray for us, even as they did in Childhood’s Hoar, and we cannot
sgfrain from praying: "May the Souls of All Fuithiful Mothers, through
the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace’  Amen.”

Thers wits o celebradon of the 60th anniversary of Se. John's
October 4. 1945, The Reverend Chaplain Smith reported two persons
sl in the choir, W. H. Plass and Mrs. Henion, who were present at
its consecration in October 1874. A comparison of the Church in
1874 and 1934 followed: Previously the pulpic and lectern were




wooden desks.  There was no rood soreen in 1874 and the fone sood
where the litany deik now smnds.  The Aspinwall Reredos and the
“Angel” windows given by William H. Aspinwall had been added.

Prior mo the 60th anniversary celebration {Juplam Smuch reported
hids were obtaned from various manufaccurers in order 1w have che
ofgan ready for Easter, A coneract was signed on Balth and prayer For
£25  Mr. Aspinwall meannme had senr word he would be visiong
the Church and there were carnest prayers he mughr conmbure o few
hundred dollars. While wamng Chapliin Souch turned on the radio
and heard o beaueitul voice singing "0 Rese In the Word, wair pacienr-
Iy on Him and Hz will give thee thy heart's desine,”  As the song
finmhed Mr. Aspinwall wrived and asked "How s rthe organ:”
Chaplam Smich had never asked him for anything and could not do
s0 then so be changed the subpece. Mro Aspinwall then repormed he
had been fortunsie in money marters and he would give the Church
an argan.  Later Chaplom Smich moeld him of his prayers.

Prolouny| grawtulness was then cxpressed o che wondertul
Aspinwall family und o the faithful pastors and members of che cone
hl‘t‘j;jﬂiun who in past years by their labors and j.,fﬂr: helped i build-
ing the parish and 'sprra.dml., Christ's Kingdom in the community.

There was an expression of gratimude for the many who came mgularly
o this Memorial Church w0 worship God, sing His Prases in choir
and congregation, and by Prayer and Sacraments receiving serength
and inspiration, Instead of compluning, ALL the money which HE
enables them to earn, they regularly lay aside in preparation for a
joyful offering.  Instead of unkindly criticising their neighbors, they
do all in cheir power o promote peace and prosperity.  In conclusion
Chaplain Smich said:

Dear Friends, each one of vou, alone, knows, whedcher, in every
respect, be or a-'he s among those of WIm 11‘!“‘1‘- just qﬂktn If
you have been in the pase, see to it by increased Prayer and
Bible reading, you remasn so in the furere, i, on the other hand,
a tender conscience tells you that some things have been lefe
undone which oughr to have been done—there could be no betrer
time than roday for making a fresh stare.  Be-dedicare yourselves
pour souls and bodies, to God's service for char is the only way
of obtaining rruc happiness here and hereafrer.  Resolve that
vou will nor be an intermirren Chrisoian bue thar you will be,
ever, one who performs his or her “bounden duty” which the
Prayer Book rells us is: “To follow Christ; To worship God every
Sunday in his Church; and To Work and Pray and Give for the
POt ﬂ'f His Kingdum.' Thus will bl'." flllﬁ!lr{[ ;hl:: Pnl.}l::r




which we prayed this morming Thar we may make o right use
af this beautiful Church; wosship God therein both in Spiric and
in Trurh and in our lives, show forth His Praise.” God grant that
we may thus grow in Grace and i the Knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Although St John's connoues to be small in mee and congrega-
tion, it is replete with memorials and hstory.  There are beautiful
stained glass windows given in memory by the Sunday School, Amer
\cans who have foughr in the Wars of our Counery, St Peter's Brother-
hood wha inspired the Church, the Aspinwall Family responsible for
the building of the Church and the Windows obained by Chaplain
Smith trom St Mary's in Burlingron, New Jersey, There arc book
covers formed from a French 735 MM brass powder shell which in-
cludes the names of all servicemen from this area srarring ar the tme
of the Revolutionary War to 1928, to an Ancient Tile dated 600 AD.,
which includes o ryped explanation ad follows:

“Many years ago, in an excavation ar the site of the
Church baile by St Augustine ar abour 600 A.D.
in Canterbury, England, | discovered this ancient
tile. It was evidently one of four emblems of dhe
Evangelists which had been in the floor before the
Altar. It symbolizes St John the Evangelist and
is now presenced o my beloved Church of the
same name.” H. 5. Smith

Chaplain Smuth chen had the tile framed in Olive Wood pbined from
Bethlehem, Durch tiles located in the ourer vestibule of the Church
were donared by Chaplain Smith's brother's estute. They ure considered
o be rare, Dr. Smith having cbeained them on a trip abroad. His
widow, Mrs. Deayton Smith, prized them highly. When she died her
beother gave them o Chaplain Smith.

Ower the yewrs numerous plagues, thank offerings of every des-
cription have been given increasing the historical wealth of the Chuech.

St John the Evangelist in the year of 1964, irs 90ch anniversary,
is again undergning a refurbishing program. Beautiful new eleceric
hanging lights, and others, designed by George Schreiber, have been
installed throwghour the Church proper, There is & new hearng
system in the Church and in Breck Hall, along with lavatory facili-
ties. The interior of the Church was painted while bids have been
obrained for the completion of extesior painting as well as some re-
maining interior painting. Plans are underway for the laying of new
readways up and arcund the Church.  Extensive work is being planned
on the Maoller Organ. In this and many other improvements such as




the recent pamnng of the interios of the Church, Mrs. Bessie Aspinwall
E’:llllpl'll_'f !'.|I.:'¢ 5_|I'_11:_"||||"¢|:|' |1.".'1-;!'lll:ll.

Meh Anebversary Ciorgersboge Lavlag
May 1), 1064

Wav O, 1900 the Reverend] Leomnfd Fo Neils celebeas] the 90dh
LOTIVETRRRY (o the COfBEF-S0 :.I.:I.'I.'f.:.' ol % _I-l||r| the F.".'.!Ill!lrll'-! He
s wssmted [ The Venertable Richord B MoBvoy, Archelewnn of the
[Diocese af MNew York, this Reverond Fredenc Shafer of Bard {:-'-:];'_1:1:.

tarimer Rector of the |‘-.I'n|l and Willtim Michals, |.'|:. Reader o
the Episcopal Chureh and Director of the Datchess Community Library

who Wiy sl '\.: L |I\',_|_'| 1l [:'I'_' L CPEImiomy

The annmiversary was well arended by neighbors and panishivnees
who adjoined o Aspinwall snd Breck Halls after the service,  The
Women of Sr John's provicled light reteethmenes and desserr,

Mr. Michols in his ralk remunded us he had been acquaimced wich
us sipce his atrendance ap Bard College g 1936, He said if he had
o choose o text he would select the 3nd verse of the 3nd chapeer of
the Gospel according o St Martthew: "Prepare ve the way of the
Lord, make his paths straighe” Thinking back he recalled 1o mind




the group of students whiv were the lomnerunners of the pansh.  Ob-
viously thewr deeds must have been ssinely and had meaning.  And
s o0, today when one recalls such numes is Harrs, Eolling, [DuBaois,
Thompson, Barfinger, McMichael, Delabeld, Aspinwall, Fallon, Day,
Smuch and many others, who may all be counted us sainte of God wha
in one way of ancher helped w omake this Church whar ic i woday,
“You did not compromise,” said Mr. Nichols, "you lived whare you
believed which is whar God calls a Chrisnian o do in thes world, for
p Christian muse nioe only be un observer bur a does”

A number of the parishioners mok this occasion m recite in-
formally some of their own personal remembrances of happenings in
the Church. It was o Happy and Joviul occasion. The afficial cele
bradon of the Consecrarion of the Chorch Ocrober 4, 1064, was ab-
served] by a Visitation of the parish by The Rt Rev. James Seuarr
Wermaore, Second Suffragin Bishop of New York, who presided and
preached the sermon.  The Rectoe celebrated the Holy Eucharise
{ Thankspiving). A reception followed,

PESRUPE Ry IAU) LIRS |
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Condirnetion Cliss 1003

The Hi, Bey, Horace W. B, Nanegan, Hishep of New Vork,
the class amd the Reslar




REMEMBRANCES AND THANK OFFERINGS DISPLAYEL AT

al. JOHN THE EVYANGELIST, BARRYTOWN, N. ¥

. Easter 1HBO—Cross on Alear

Chancel decorated in memory of Mary C. Stryker—1924

4. Organ thank offering from the Wagner family, 1938
4. Thank offering, 1927(7) Ikon
. Bronze plaque—memorial w Frederick Fairweather Flewelling

1872 to 1914, Rector of St. John's 191241914,

. Wond plague——bronze pecrure of last supper—memonal m

Thomas Gallauder, priest.

. Small plaque—George Bailey Hopson, DD, Pastoral charge of

Church 1874-1884.
Bronze plaque—Herberr Sanley Smiicth—Recror 1923-1044
Memory of Red Hook Posr VW 7765
Wirlow—Sunday School—"Lirrele Children Love One Another

- Window—=5&r Michsel—mermaral 1o All Americins Wh Adven-

tured Ther Lives for God and Country

Buok covers Formed from French 735 MM brass powder shell
includes names of all servicemen from this area commencing
with Revolutonary War m 1928

- Urgan dedivaned to Wil Henry Aspiowall, Jr. |-27-1868

"Rejoice at the Sound of the Organ”™

4. Bronse plaque—E. Powiss Jones 1HHE1927—rusiee [919-1927
. Window=—Lighr of rhe World
. Window—The Holy Nighe

. Bromze plaque—Anni¢ E. and Willer Harris

. Wood and brass plague—]Jane Shepheed 1913—bequeathed all
she possessed o the Church

. Ancient tile—600 A D—from excavation of site of Church builr
by 5t. Augusting abour &0 AD., in Canrerbury, England.
One of four emblems of the Evangelist which had been in
floor before Altar

20,

Window—Remembering St Peter's Brotherhond who  inspire:]
Church

208 Window—Thank cffering for Aspinwall family 1934

2T,

Remembering Bishop Doeane for whom glass was placed in St
Miry's Church in Burlingion, New Jersey






